Special Class Course Repeatability

Title 5 California Code of Regulations Section 56029. 
Repetition of special classes is subject to the provisions of Sections 5576 l-63 and 52161 of this division. However, districts are authorized to permit additional repetitions of special classes to provide an accommodation to a student’s educational limitations pursuant to state and federal nondiscrimination law. Districts shall develop policies and procedures providing for repetition under the following circumstances: 

(a) When continuing success of the student in other general and/or special classes is dependent on additional repetitions of a specific class; 

(b) When additional repetitions of a specific class are essential to completing a student’s preparation for enrollment into other regular or special classes; or 

(c) When the student has a student educational contract which involves a goal other than completion of the special class in question and repetition of the course will further the achievement of that goal. 

4.8.2 Repeatable Courses. 

Courses that develop similar skills but (a) at increasingly sophisticated levels of practice, and/or (b) that are applied to different content (such us a drama course in which students master increasingly demanding roles in different plays) may be offered as repeatable courses, if approved for that purpose by the Chancellor’s Office, or if the college has delegated course approval authority. Each such repetition of a course must be designed to create a discernibly higher level of achievement such that the academic progress is clearly defined and the grading standards increase substantially with each repetition. A given student may take the repeatable course for credit, and for state apportionment, for up to the number of times the college has specified, but for no more than a total of four times altogether. 

A college may indicate the sequence of repeatable courses with differing letters or numbers or course titles, such as 101 A-D, or 101-4, or “Beginning”, ”Intermediate”, and “Advanced”. Or the college may simply permit a student to enroll up to three additional times after completion the course in question for the first time. But the college may not do both: it cannot both designate a series of courses of increasingly advanced work in the same subject area, and then permit repeated enrollment at each of those levels. 

CCRT.5 Section 58161(c). 

State apportionment for repetition of courses not expressly authorized by this section may be claimed upon approval of the Chancellor in accordance with the following procedure: 

(1) The district must identify the courses which are to be repeatable, and designate such courses in its catalog; 

(2) The district must determine and certify that each identified course is one in which the course content differs each time it is offered, and that the student who repeats it is gaining an expanded educational experience for one of the two following reasons: 
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(A) Skills or proficiencies are enhanced by supervised repetition and practice within class periods; or 

(B) Active participatory experience in individual study or group assignments is the basic means by which learning objectives are obtained. 

(3) The district must develop and implement a mechanism for the proper monitoring of such repetition. The attendance of students repeating a course pursuant to this subsection when approved by the Chancellor may be claimed for state apportionment for more than three semesters or five quarters. 

Colleges with delegated approval authority are not required to submit courses they wish to designate as repeatable to the Chancellor’s Office for approval, but may approve repeatability locally on the basis of the standards laid out above. Repeatable courses are reported to the Chancellor’s Office through the statewide Management Information System (MIS). 

